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| Olfiruntion 6 on Solo Wr 2 185 Soph of $ St. Paul's ; 
— Cathidra, London. By the Rev. 8. Denne. In 2 
Letter to Mr. Gough . WS 


1 Read at the SociETr of AxricpAkIBs May 17, 1792. 


Dran sm, 


5 woe your Britiſh. eee . I. p. fa you have 


mentioned a tract relative to the burning of St. 1 1 


ſteeple, June 4, 1561, printed by Seres in 1563 [a]. 


the title. page it ſhould ſeem to be an addition to a - Fi 


tract publiſhed by Seres; and in a volume of black- letter tracts, 


amo, which my friend Mr. Latham not long ſince picked 
up, there is, as I apprehend, the book alluded to. Imagining 


from your ſilence that you may not have ſeen it, and it being 
very ſhort, I have tranſmitted a copy of it. Mr. Herbert; the 
© Continuator of  Typographical Antiquities, to whom the tract 
has been ſhewn, had never met with it ; but he is inclined to 
5 think that all the material circumſtances have been inſerted in 
our chronicles. Whether he is right in his conjecture, no per- 
ſon is more competent to determine than yourſelf. As far as I 
can recollect there are incidents of which I was not before ap- 


N prized. 


* 


According to Stowe, 3 in his Ferber the ene was ſet on 
fire between three and four o'clock ; but it appears, from a 
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[a] This book is mentioned by Mr. Herbert, p. 696. 
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2 Mr. Dunnu's 05 0 . 
relation of the fire upon oath, entered | in ae Regiſtty of Bilhop pppd 


Brindal (Newcourt, Repert. vol I. P-3-), that the accident be- 5 1 
fell the ſteeple between he hours of one and two. The fact ; 
„ probably was, that the flaſh of lightning was between 
one and two, though, as obſerved in Seres! firſt tract, the . 
ſmoke from the ſteeple was not perceived me time 5 0 

5 . N otwithſtanding the co 


* 


2 


* . 


eſſion of the ſetton that this cala. 5 be 3 
ö mity was not occaſioned by lightning, 1 ſee no reaſon to doubt „ 


of that being the ſole cauſe of it, thoug circumi ances mig "3 + np Tl 
75 5 for an hour or two, retard the appearance of the fire. . 

5 Does the damage done to the turret of the { ceple 0 1 . 

tin's church occur in any Ac th; of Lon 15 0 
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#7 A. Dan's Objervations on ; the Burnin of 


11 ji · * The true reporte of the ks 


(GA. ii) 


burning of the Steple A 
church of Paules, in London. 1 1 7 5 8 


on Wedneſday beinge the fourthe daye of 1 in hs. 


yeare of our Lord 1 561, and in the thyrde yeare of the reigns 
of our Soveraygne Ladye Elizabeth, by the grace of God, 
Queene of Englande, Fraunce, and Ireland, defender of the 
faith, &c. betweene one and two of the clocke at afternoone, 
was ſcene a marveilous great fyrie lightning, and immediately 55 
inſued a moſt terrible hydeous cracke of thunder, ſuch as 
ſeldom hath been heard, and that by eſtim ; 
f rectlye over the citie of London. At which inſtance the 
corner of a turret of * ſteple of Saint Martin 8 churche 1 
within Ludgate was torne, and divers great ſtones caſten 
downe, and a hole broken throughe the roofe and- timber of _— 
the ſaid church by the fall of the ſame ſtones. 0 . 
For divers perſones in tyme of the ſaide tempeſt bg . 
the river of Thamys, and others, beyng in the fieldes, nere 
adjoyning to y* citie, affirmed, that thei ſaw a long and a 
ſpeare pointed flame of fier (as it were) runne through the 
toppe of the broche or ſhaft of Paules ſteple from the eaſte 
weſtwarde. And ſome of the pariſh of St. Martin's then 5 
being in the ſtreate dyd feele a marveylous ſtrong ayre or 
whorlewynd, with a ſmel lyke brimſtone coming from Paules 
church, and withal heard the ruſh of * ſtones which fell _ 
fro their ſteeple into the churche. Betwene i 119 and five of the _ 
clocke a ſmoke was eſpied, by divers, to breake oute 5 
under the bowle of the ſaid ſhaft of Paules, and namely, by 8 
Peter Johnſon, principall Regiſtrer to the Biſhop of Londo, 
who immediately brought word to the Biſhop's houſe, But 
fodeinly after, as it were In a momente, the flame brake forth 


: 
in / 
p 
8 


acion of ſenſe, di- 


1 
« 


. g 
* 


be Steeple irs Plvi's Cathedral, London. 5 


in A ot ole like a garlande rounde Abbet the broche, about two 
yards to theſtimacion of ſight under the bowle of the ſaid ſhaft, 

| and increaſed 3 in ſuche wiſe, that within a quarter of an howre, 
or litle x more, the croſſe and the egle on the toppe fell downe- 


upon the South croſſe Ile. The Lord Maior being ſent for, 


1 ati his brethren. came With alt: ſpede poſſible, and had a ſnort 

cönſultation, as in ſach''a caſe might be, with y* Biſhop of 

5 London, and others, for * beſt way of remedy. And thither 
came alſo y* Lord Keper of the great ſeale, and the Lord 

| Treaſorer, who by their wiſedom and authoritie Zee as 
good order, as in ſo great a confuſis could poffibiy be. 


Some there wer, pretẽding experience in warres, tha . 


couceled | the remanente of the ſteple to be ſhot down with 
canon, which counſel was not liked, as moſt perilous both 


for the diſperſing the fire, and deſtruQis of houſes and peo- 


ple; other perceiving the ſteple to be paſt all recovery, con- 

ſidering the hugeneſs of the fier, and the dropping of the 

5 leade, thought beſte to geat ladders and ſcale the churche, 1 
and with axes' to bew down a ſpace of the roofe of the 

churche to ſtay the fier, at leaſt to ſave ſome part of the 


faide churche, which was concluded. But before the lad-(A. my 


ders and buckets could be brought, and things put in any 
; order, and eſpecially becauſe the churche was of ſuch height, 
0 that thei could not ſcale it, and no ſufficiente number of axes 
could be had, de laborers alſo being troubled with ye multi- 
_ tude of ydle gazers, the moſte 1855 of the higheſte roofe of 
| the churche was on fler. 


Fyrſt, the fall of the oe 18 ow fired the Southe | TY . 
le, which Ite was firſt conſumed, the beames and brands of 


the ſteeple fell downe on every ſide, and fired the other thre 
5 partes, that is to ſaye, the Chauncel or Quier, the North Ile, 


and the body of the churche, ſo Gola in one howres ſpace 


As 


. 4 ; k.4 
—ggKTU. „„ : 
— — 2 Lt 9 att COD —ͤ—e 0 


proviſis to preſerve the Biſhops Palace adionyng to Me, | 
North-weſt end of the church; leaſt fro. that houſe. ane 4 
large, the fer might ſprede to the ſtretęs adjoyning, where- 


ic: en greate labor and diligence, a Piec ce of ne 


1 ann by. anche water, thax: PU: ch, and the * 
vehemet, 24 continued ſtil dich 0 reste; in thee tis 


7 9 8 
” * - 5 $ 
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6% Daun 3 Ohp ations, on thy Burning f.. 


y⸗ boch of the ſteple; was brent.downg to. ＋ battlementes, and; 
the molt part of ys higheſt roofe of the churche 0 
ſumed. The ſtate of the ſteple and churche ſeming both deſ. 


like wiſe cons, 


„ 


perate, my Lord Mayor was adviſed by one maiſter Winter, 
of y* admiraltie, to convette the moſt Part of his care and 


upon the ladders, buckets, and laborers, were commanded 


wake Ul vas elt down, and di ber l tayed, 


1 75 ide. an A 


without the citie. There wer above V. C. perſons . laboured. | 


in carying andfilling water, and divers ſubſtancial citizens, oke 
paynes as if thei had bene laborers, ſo did alſa divers and 


ſondrye gentlemen, whoſe; names 


wer not knowen to the 
writer hereof, but amongſt other, the ſaid M. Winter, and 


i one Mr. Stranguiſh did both take notable paines. in their on 
perſons, and alſo much directed and encouraged other, and 


N 


that not without great daũger to thẽſelyes. In y even ning 


12 $333 


came the Lord Clinton, Lord Admiral, from the court at 
Grenewiche, whe the Queenes majeſty, aſſone as | the rage of 
the fier was eſpied by her majeſtye and others in the court, 
of the pitifull inclination and love that her gracious highneſle - 
dyd beare both to . faid church, and the citie, ſent to aſſyſt 


my Lorde Mayor for the ſuppreſſyng of the fyre, who, with. 


his wiſdome, authority, and diligent trayayl, did very much 
good therin. About x of the clocke the fyercenes of the. tyre 5 
Was "Om the tyoabes: Sg: fallen, and. inge 
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i aminaci 
and ſorcerers, wherof there 


| cloſe the. harmg;of 
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Lowe Iles 
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1443 


walles 0 of. thys one e 
in this: fyre uppon t 


and within the. 
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man was ſub 


e vault 
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fo. EY onelye 
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Fi 


Jot yg all whic 
is wrath. to Temebre his mercie, and to en- 


es yet God be 
the tymbre of the hole 


2 1 
? © 
— * * 


ned, and the lead molten, ſavying the moſt 
f. the Queare, and a Piece of the 


dy Southe, i in the bodye 


FT 


h, it pleaſed the 


lis moſt fyerce and terrible fyre w ythin 
h not extending any part of his 
je to utter diſtruction. 


the citie, which to all 
For 


*% 


tycke was kyndled 
partes and ſtretes, 


rs e Ms of a good diſ- 
e, as in Fleteſtrete and Newgate market, by the violence 
Inge of greate bigneſſe fell downe almooſt 


inn | and flawes of lead were blowen 


this fler. Some Aa 
_ by due examination: it 
tee e 40 


* 


th 


ers ſaſpe@'it was done 


if it hadde” bene © ght 
have done it, without God's 


nit Un rchesble judgeméts, 


ls 


abrode hout yf citie, like flawes of ſnowe 
in bade w wide vant; Goa be thanked, to any houſe or 
1 Many fond talkes goe abi 
71 oh Was negligence of plumbers, whereas 
ed. that no' plumbers or other 
e chuvehe: for ſixe monethes before. 
by ſome wicked practiſe of wild- 
er, but no juſt ſaſpicions'therof by any ex- 
on can be founde hitherto, Some ſuſpect eonjurers 


of the original cauſe of 


is alſo no great liketyhode. And 


y* waie, 


yet could not the devil 


permiſſis; and to ſome purpoſe of 


as appereth in the fioty . 


The ltrue cauſe, as it ſemeth, was the tẽpeſt hy God's ſuffrance a 
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ind te | St. N Waltins Ale Was torne 
the lightning, Which by natural order Folter 5. higheſt, did wit 
firſt ſmite y* top of Paal 8 fleple, and entring in ar the ſmall” th 


holes, Which have always”r canine" for building ſkaf- | 
1 foldes to the Workes, and "finding the timbers" very olde and 
drie, did Kindle the | e ſame, ah 7 and: 0 "the! | fier Here g grew to 
a flame, and wrought Y effecte Which folowed moſt terri- 
oh ble then to behold and now moſt Lent PBIho n. os. 
If June, the % 
verend in God, the Biſhop of Dureſme, at Paules croſſe, a 
1 made a learned and Faith ſermGn; 4d ehiorting the\audite "np 
to. a general repentante, and nartiely, to Hümhlepche dice of 
the lawes and ſuperior powers, which>ertae fiel tüctride edc 
ellygece from the 1 


On Sonday folowing, beynge the viii day 


in theſe our daies. Sefling to have in 1 
Queenes highnes, that her Majeſtie intendetli that more ſe- 
veritie of lawes ſhall be executed againſt perſons d 


* 


vt enſue: He 


wche reproved 


ſelfe, and ſay with David, Ego ſum qua peccaui. 1 am he that | 


| hathe ſinned, and ſo furth, to that effect very godlye. He 5 
alſo not onely reproyed the prophanatyon of the ſaid churche 


of Paules, of long time heretofore abuſed by walking, jang- 
ling, brawling, fighting, bargaining, &c. namely, in ſermons / 
and ſervice time: but alſo; aũſwered by the way to the objec- . 
tions of ſuch evil · tunged perſos, which do, impute this toke 
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as well in cauſes of religion as civil, to the great rejoyſing of 
his auditours. He cxhaviod alſo hys auditce-to-take thi 
generall warninge to the whole realme, and namelye to the 
citie of London, of ſome greater plage to folow, if amend- 
mente of lyfe in all ſtates did n muc 
thoſe perſons whiche woulde aſſigne the; cauſe of this wrathe EE 
of God to any perticular ſtate of mẽ, or chat were diligent to . 
loke / into other mens lyves, and could ſee no faultes in them- 
ſelfes; but wiſhed that every man wold deſcend into him- 5 
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the Steeple of St, Pau“ 8 Cathedral, Landen 0 


of God's deſerved ire, to alteratis or rather reformati of re- 
| ligis, declaring out of aũcient records and hiſtories, y- like, 
yea and greater matters, had befallen in the time of ſuperſtis 
and ignorance. For in the firſt year of King Stephẽ, not only 
the ſaid churche of Paules was brent, but alſo a great part of 
the city, that is to ſay frs Londs Bridge unto St. Clemtts 
without Teple bar, was by fier coſumed. And in y* daies of 
King Hery y* VI. y' Steple of Paules was alſo fired by light- 
ning, although it was then ſtaide by diligẽce of ye citizens, 


ye fier being the by likelyhode not fo fierce. Many other 


ſuche like comon calamities he reherſed, whiche had hap- 
pened i in other coũtreis, both nigh to this realm, and far of, 


where the church of Rome hath moſt authority, and therefore | 


concluded the ſureſt way to be, y* every man ſhould judge, 
examin, and amẽd himſelfe, and embrace, beleve, and truely 

folow y* word of God, and earneſtly to pray to God to turn 
away frö us his deſerved wrath and indignation, whereof this 
his terrible work is a moſt certein warning, if we repent not 
unfeinedly. The whiche God grat maye come to paſſe in all 


eſtates and degrees, to y* glory of his name, and to our ende 15 


leſſe comforte, in Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 
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